
Commencement of Early Works construction at 
Berrybank wind farm
Union Fenosa Wind Australia is proud to announce that it 
will commence Early Works construction at the Berrybank 
project in August. The Early Works Package includes: 

•	 An access road entrance to the site from the Berrybank-
Werneth Road

•	 An access road entrance to the site from Padgett’s Lane 
Road

•	 2 site compounds

•	 2 250m sections of gravel access track from the access 
road entrances to the site compounds

•	 2 concrete water storage tanks fitted with CFA refiling 
points

This stage of the works are planned to be completed 
within approximately two months of commencement, 
and with limited inconvenience to the local community. 
In the next stage of works we will proceed with Major 
Works at the site, and we will advise you of the timetable 
for commencement and completion of these Major Works 
in future newsletters. 

Who will help Union Fenosa Wind Australia 
to build the Early Works?
Union Fenosa Wind Australia is the Australian subsidiary 
of Gas Natural Fenosa (GNF). GNF is the leading vertically-
integrated gas and electricity company in Spain and 
Latin America, and we own and operate many wind 
farms throughout the world. We are committed to an 
investment of over $2 billion to help Australia develop 
new renewable energy industries in rural and regional 
Australia, and to reduce carbon emissions by securing 
sources of reliable wind energy.

In June 2013 we commenced a tender process to award a 
contract to a local supplier to construct these works. Earth 
& Water Technologies from Mortlake won the contract, and 
they will provide the Early Works construction services.   
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What is the history of this wind farm project?
The Berrybank wind farm site is 14km east of Lismore and 
16km west of Cressy. The site spans broad-acre holdings 
where common agricultural activities include grazing 
sheep and cattle, and cropping wheat, canola and other 
cereals. The site covers an area of approximately 5000 
hectares and approximately four-fifths of the site is north 
of the Hamilton Highway. The southern remainder of the 
site is bisected by the Melbourne-Ararat railway line.

There are two designs proposed for the Berrybank project. 
The first includes 95 wind turbines on 80m towers (125m 
height at blade tip).

The second design includes 89 wind turbines on 80m 
towers (130m height at blade tip). Both designs have a 
substation control room and a facilities building located 
in the substation area.

Union Fenosa Wind Australia has been working with 
SPAusNet to satisfy the connection requirements of the 
Australian Energy Market Operator, and we have been 
working to secure an agreement to sell the electricity that 
will be generated by the wind farm.

Are there employment opportunities at the 
wind farm?
If you are interested in working on the wind farm projects 
then we recommend that you contact the Victorian 
Government-supported Industry Capability Network (ICN). 
We are cooperating with the ICN to assist local providers 
to maximize the local economic benefit of major projects 
in south west Victoria.

What benefits will the project bring to the 
district?
We estimate that these Early Works will create up to 240 
local jobs that will be sustained during the construction 
phase of the wind farm, and up to 25 permanent jobs that 
will be supported during the operation of the wind farm. 
The wind farm will:

•	 contribute between $210,000 and $240,000 in annual 
levies to the local Councils

•	 save 732,000 tonnes of emitted CO2 per year of the 
carbon and greenhouse gas emissions which would 
have been created by burning brown coal in the 
Latrobe Valley

•	 support significant existing employment in local 
construction industries 

•	 represent an investment of around $400 million by 
Union Fenosa Wind Australia in the construction of 
the project, of which around $150 million would be 
spent on local jobs and services in the region.

•	 contribute to the increased efficiency of the national 
electricity grid by introducing new generation 
supplies closer to demand loads in regional cities in 
south western Victoria, and supply approximately 
137,000 households with clean, renewable wind 
energy.

Who should I talk to if I want to discuss the 
project in further detail?
There are a number of ways for you to contact us at 
Union Fenosa Wind Australia if you want to talk about the 
Berrybank wind farm: 

•	 We have formed a Community Engagement 
Committee of community members and interested 
stakeholders in the district. The representatives 
include Cr Geoff Smith, Moira Turner, David Hocking, 
Alan Schafer and Peter Rumler. 

•	 You can write to us at info@unionfenosa.com.au or 
visit our website www.unionfenosa.com.au to contact 
us using an online survey form.

•	 You can speak with us by telephone on our freecall 
number 1800 457 181. Ask to speak with Tom Mitchell 
who is responsible for our Community Engagement 
Program.

•	 If you want to advise us of specific concerns or 
complaints you have about the conduct of the Early 
Works construction then please contact us using any 
or all of these contact methods so that we can address 
your concern or complaint in conference with our 
contractor and the Site Manager.

  1800 457 181
   info@unionfenosa.com.au
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www.unionfenosa.com.au
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